QA.Read the following passage carefully and answer the following questions – 

The Great Indian Circus has long been regarded as one of the most vibrant expressions of India’s performing arts tradition. Rooted in the 19th century, the circus began as a travelling ensemble of acrobats, magicians, horse riders, and rope walkers who moved from town to town carrying colourful tents and a sense of wonder. Over time, it evolved into a unique blend of skill, drama, and cultural storytelling.
The early Indian circuses heavily borrowed from indigenous art forms. Mallakhamb inspired many balancing acts, while the agility seen in Kerala’s Kalaripayattu influenced martial displays. Even folk theatre styles such as Nautanki and Tamasha shaped the presentation, adding humour, music, and narrative to the performances. Thus, the circus emerged not merely as entertainment but as a cultural bridge connecting traditional physical arts with modern spectacle.
The golden age of Indian circuses began in the mid-20th century when companies like the Great Royal Circus and Gemini Circus travelled internationally. They showcased Indian talent on global platforms, earning admiration for daring trapeze acts, synchronized cycling, and human pyramids. Many performers came from families where circus skills were inherited, turning the arena into a multi-generational institution.
However, the circus faced challenges in recent decades. Rising safety regulations, ban on using wild animals, increasing operational costs, and competition from digital entertainment have significantly reduced audience numbers. Yet, the spirit of the circus survives. Many troupes have begun reinventing themselves by removing risky animal acts and creating human-centric performances focusing on storytelling, cultural themes, and aerial artistry. Some groups collaborate with contemporary dancers and theatre practitioners to preserve the essence of wonder while adapting to modern sensibilities.
Efforts have also been made by cultural bodies to document circus history, train young performers, and recognize the circus as an important intangible cultural heritage. Today, the Great Indian Circus stands as a symbol of resilience—proof that tradition can survive by transforming itself. Its journey reflects India’s larger cultural story: balancing heritage with innovation, and celebrating human skill, courage, and imagination.

NOW ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS –

1. The passage suggests that the Indian circus gained strength mainly because it
A. copied foreign acts
B. connected traditional arts with new styles
C. removed storytelling
D. avoided folk influence
2. The golden age of the circus seems to refer to a time when it
A. declined quickly
B. remained restricted within small villages
C. reached foreign audiences
D. banned human acts
3. The writer’s view of the modern circus can be understood as
A. completely outdated
B. adapting to new demands
C. uninterested in culture
D. refusing change
4. The purpose of mentioning Mallakhamb and Kalaripayattu is to show that
A. Indian acts were mostly unsafe
B. circus ignored physical training
C. traditional skills shaped performances
D. foreign martial arts dominated
5.“Some groups collaborate with contemporary dancers.”
This implies that the circus
A. is trying new creative approaches
B. prefers only old methods
C. avoids teamwork
D. rejects modern forms
6.“Resilience” in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. weakness
B. flexibility
C. silence
D. fear
7. The passage indirectly indicates that audiences decreased because
A. the tents became smaller
B. digital entertainment grew
C. performers lost talent
D. people disliked storytelling
8. The circus is presented mainly as
A. a travelling marketplace
B. a cultural and artistic institution
C. an academic subject
D. a scientific experiment
9. The author includes examples like human pyramids to highlight
A. audience complaints
B. the physical skill of performers
C. rules followed by circuses
D. dangers of technology
10. Assertion (A): The Great Indian Circus is considered an important cultural heritage.
Reason (R): It preserves traditional physical arts while blending them with modern creativity.
A. Both A and R are true, and R explains A
B. Both A and R are true, but R does not explain A
C. A is true but R is false
D. A is false but R is true
11. The shift toward human-centric performances suggests performers
A. avoid storytelling now
B. focus more on skill-based acts
C. return to animal-based shows
D. reduce training
12. From the passage, one may conclude that the circus
A. survives by adapting
B. has no audience anywhere
C. refuses modern ideas
D. ended in the 20th century


